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The Proposed Occupational Therapy Law is filed as Senate Bill No. 454, and House Bill Nos. 4750 and 7221 with the short title,
Occupational Therapy Law of 2018. Currently, Senate Bill No. 454 already passed the Third Reading. The approval of these bills into
a law would allow the update of the professional regulatory law that governs the practice of occupational therapists in the country in
response to changing healthcare needs both locally and internationally.

Key Concerns
The Philippine Academy of Occupational Therapists, Inc.
(PAOT, Inc.), the nationally accredited and internationally recognized professional organization of occupational therapy, recognizes
the need to update the regulatory and professional standards of
occupational therapy (OT) practice in the country. The academy
humbly submits that this Proposed Philippine Occupational Therapy
Law is long overdue.




There is a need to update the standards of competence of OTs to make them globally competitive,
socially responsive and nationally accessible.
There is a need to ensure that OTs delivering services to our fellow Filipinos remain updated in
knowledge, skills and attitude to guarantee safe,
up-to-date evidence-based service provision.



Republic Act No. 5680, a 48-year old law, (a) has

never been amended since its approval in 1969—
despite efforts to do so—to respond to current global
trend and national development and (b) governs not
only OT but also physical therapy (PT).



OT is a distinct and autonomous profession that
requires registration from a regulatory board composed primarily of OTs.

Occupational therapy is a client-centered health profession
concerned with promoting health and well being
through occupation. The primary goal of occupational therapy
is to enable people to participate in the activities
of everyday life. Occupational therapists achieve this outcome by

working with people and communities to enhance their ability to engage in
the occupations they want to, need to, or are expected to do, or by
modifying the occupation or the environment to better support their
occupational engagement.
- World Federation of Occupational Therapists, 2012

Figure 1. Timeline of the efforts to update the regulatory law for OT

Comparison of Number of Persons with Disabilities per
10,000 Filipinos to the Number of Occupational Therapists





Figure 2. The number of Filipinos with disabilities outnumber the number of
OTs practicing in the country. Also, about 50% of OTs work in NCR.

There is a continued shortage of OTs.
There is an inequity in distribution of OTs across
regions.
There is an increasing prevalence of various developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, cancer
and cardiovascular diseases, a burgeoning elderly
population, and an increasing regard for health and
wellness. Occupational therapy also has a vital role in
disaster risk-reduction and response as well as with
working with those at risk for disabilities.
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Position of PAOT, Inc.
The organization has been strongly supporting the approval of the Proposed Occupational Therapy Law.
It has been active in the passing of this proposed law in the Upper House until the Third Reading. Now,

PAOT, Inc. continues to strongly support the approval of the bills by extending its
efforts to be instrumental in its passing in the Lower House until it merits approval in the Bicameral Session.
Occupational therapy
practitioners ask,

“WHAT
MATTERS
TO YOU?”,
not “What’s the matter
with you?”.
- Virginia Stoffel, PhD, OT,

Contact Us
Give us a call for more information about our services.

Philippine Academy of Occupational Therapists, Inc.
(formerly Occupational Therapy Association of the Philippines, Inc.)
9055 Banuyo St., San Antonio Village, Makati 1203, Philippines
+63 917 519 1748 | paot.org@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at www.paot.org.ph
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